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MOZART’S MASTERPIECE THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO
RECEIVES 2021 MAKEOVER

Opera Queensland’s remarkable 40th anniversary season continues this July with a thrilling new production
of Mozart’s lavish and laugh-out-loud romcom, The Marriage of Figaro.

Opera Queensland’s CEO & Artistic Director Patrick Nolan directs the popular work with conductor Dane
Lam leading a cast of Australia’s finest singers, the Queensland Symphony Orchestra and Opera
Queensland Chorus from 15 — 31 July.

QPAC'’s Playhouse will sing with set and costumes by fast-rising Australian designer Marg Horwell
(Lorelei) and lighting by celebrated opera and theatre designer Bernie Tan-Hayes (Festival of Outback
Opera).

The opera opens on the morning of Figaro (Jeremy Kleeman and Timothy Newton) and Susanna’s
(Sofia Troncoso and Katie Stenzel) wedding day but their boss, the Count (José Carbé and Shaun
Brown), wants Susanna for himself.

And so begins one of the greatest love stories ever told.

“Our new production sets the story in a time where what was understood as power is crumbling as a new
world emerges,” Nolan said. “It could be 1786, or is it 2021?”

“The chaos and madness of recent world events in many respects epitomise Mozart’s depiction of a
dysfunctional society that can no longer hold itself together. As a composer Mozart had a profound
understanding of how music can illuminate a story for maximum dramatic and comedic tension.

“Our role as modern interpreters of the classics is to spark conversations about the relevance of the story to
the here and now and The Marriage of Figaro holds a mirror to our most burning issues in 2021.”

This marks the second time Nolan has directed Mozart’'s masterpiece — the first time almost 20 years ago
for Sydney Conservatorium — and he is excited by how the art form has developed since staging his first
Figaro wedding.

“This is the opera that changed the direction of the art form. When it premiered in 1786 audiences were
intrigued as they watched real people wrestling with feelings of desire, betrayal, remorse, unbridled lust...
feelings they knew well themselves,” Nolan said.

“For this new production, we’'ve got an ensemble of exceptional singers who can also act and will really
lean into the drama of the piece.

“That is key to Figaro’s enduring legacy. Opera up until that point in time centred on epic narratives about
inaccessible characters — gods, demigods, mythical creatures and the like.

“In Figaro, Mozart and librettist Lorenzo Da Ponte introduced us to a unique musical language that is
driven by the drama of the story.”

Following Opera Queensland’s politically-charged contemporary season opener Lorelei and Are You
Lonesome Tonight, its celebration of country music and opera currently wowing audiences across regional
Queensland, Nolan is looking forward to a big, boisterous retelling of a classic.
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“There’s a reason The Marriage of Figaro remains one of history’s most enduring operas and one of the
world’s most performed,” Nolan said.

“It is full of real, emotionally rich characters — flawed, funny, tragic, witty and very relatable.

“Mozart serves up the comedy of Faulty Towers, the Italian energy of La Dolce Vita and the emotional
potency and epic drama of The Sopranos. What's not to love?”

Due to the demanding repertoire and performance schedule an alternative cast will perform some roles on
select dates.

Opera Queensland’s The Marriage of Figaro plays 15 — 31 July at QPAC’s Playhouse. Tickets and
information via og.com.au
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THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO

15— 31 July 2021
Playhouse, QPAC
Russell St, South Brisbane QLD

2hrs 50mins (including one interval)
Sung in Italian with English surtitles

Conductor DANE LAM

Director PATRICK NOLAN

Set & Costume MARG HORWELL
Lighting BERNIE TAN-HAYES

Figaro JEREMY KLEEMAN / TIMOTHY NEWTON*
Susanna SOFIA TRONCOSO / KATIE STENZEL*

Count Almaviva JOSE CARBO / SHAUN BROWN*
Countess Almaviva EVA KONG / LEANNE KENNEALLY*
Cherubino XENIA PUSKARZ THOMAS

Marcellina HAYLEY SUGARS

Don Basilio, Don Curzio BRADLEY DALEY

Bartolo JUD ARTHUR

Antonio SAMUEL PIPER

QUEENSLAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
OPERA QUEENSLAND CHORUS

Thursday, July 15 2021 7:30pm
Saturday, July 17 2021 7:30 pm
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Tuesday, July 20 2021 6:30 pm
Wednesday, July 21 2021  1:30 pm
Thursday, July 22 2021 7:30 pm
Saturday, July 24 2021 1:30 pm
Saturday, July 24 2021 7:30 pm
Wednesday, July 28 2021  1:30 pm
Thursday, July 29 2021 7:30 pm
Saturday, July 31 2021 1:30 pm

*An alternative cast will perform some roles for select performances including Wednesday 21 July and the
matinee performance on Saturday 24 July.



